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November 21, 2022 
 
 
Our Sincere Greetings to Members, Friends, and Supporters of St. Thomas Church: 
 
The beginning of a new Church Year is only a few days away. Centuries ago, the season was referred to in Latin 
language as “advertus”. Or in English as “coming or “arrival”. We now simply call it Advent, the first season of 
the Church Year covering the period from the 4th Sunday before Christmas and ending at midnight on 
Christmas Eve. The designated Advent Season. It enables us to have an opportunity to reflect on the life of 
Jesus while anticipating His promised second coming. It’s a time to reflect on the real meaning of Christmas. 
 
Admittedly, we are challenged and sidetracked by current events that dissuade us from setting aside a time to 
slow down and to do some self-reflection. The increasing commercialization of Christmas and the generally 
hectic pace of our own lives seduce us to considering skipping right over a period that provides us with the 
opportunity to help restore our faith in ourselves, in others and in a hope for human kindness and peace. We 
are tempted to pass right by a time to strengthen our resolve to be a part of the solution to a better world.  
 
Never have we needed the joy and peace, made possible through the birth of Jesus in a lowly manger, than 
now. Will this be the year, that as we focus over the next four weeks on Hope, Faith, Joy, Peace, and Love that 
our Nation and the World realize that all these elements are processes that can lead us to salvation? Would 
not this be the “greatest gift ever”, enabled by the one who was the “greatest gift ever” from God? 
 
We sincerely wish for you an Advent Season such that the ensuing Christmas Season is a rewarding one for 
you and your loved ones. We hope your blessings are many, and that your health, safety, and happiness 
remain steadfast. 
 
In October, St. Thomas managed to hold a great Homecoming after a two-year hiatus due to the unfortunate 
pandemic.  We have had Morning Prayer each Sunday led by Langley Weber, and at least once a month we 
have had Holy Communion usually led by the Rev. Cathy Montgomery, our faithful supply priest. 
 
For December we are fortunate to have scheduled Reverend Cathy twice: Sermon and Holy Communion at 
9:00 A.M. on December 11, and Christmas Eve Service and Holy Communion on December 24 at 5:00 P.M. 
Please join us when you can. 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
St. Thomas Vestry 


